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..The best picture ever made?

A pretty big question, to be
sure—yet more and more one
hears' this opinion wherever
previewers have seen “A Star
is Born”.

They come out in unabashed
awe of the Judy Garland per-
formance. You hear the words,
“Academy Award”. They speak
of James Mason
as though dis-
covering him for
the first time.
They search
their memories
for a screenplay
as inventive
and imaginative
as Moss Hart's.
They re-affirm the artistry of
director George Cukor.

They've been so thoroughly
entertained in such unprece-
dented fashion that they seem
to find it part of the continuing
delight to discuss this experi-
ence until every wonder is ex-

plored. Like the music of Harold
Arlen and Ira Gershwin—or the
unusual and dramatic new use
of Technicolor—or the superb
taste of the CinemaScope pho-
tography. Long after the theatre
has gone dark for the night,
individual players are singled
out, touches remembered,scenes
re-lived.

Here then
is a new motion
picture so far
beyond the or-
dinary as to
cause excited
speculation
among the
screen’s histori-
ans. Certainly there has been
nothing like it before —we can
only wonder if its like will ever
come along again.

The best picture ever made?
We confidently leave the answer
to your own good judgment.
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|SHE'S SUPERB IN ‘A STAR IS BORN’

BY J. DORSEY CALLAGHAN
Free Press Drama Critle

Hollywood's bent toward
lavish spectacle and sumptuous
production justifies itself, I
think in Warner Bros. “A Star
Is Born," currently showing at
the Madison .

The story is one that Holly-
wood should, by all means, do
well, for it is about the shining
city itself. In the unfolding of
the story, which by the way s
one of the best, color and the
wide screen are used not as an
end in themselves, but as a
natural adjunct to the play.

A happy result Is that color
Is abundant and beautiful but
does not intrude. And the spee-

tacle Is employed as & means
to further the tale.

“A Star Is Born” is a far
step from the “loud, lovely and
labored” school of movie pro-
duction, and is a masterful
contribution to the theater, by
any and all counts.

. . L

ITS FINES: contribution,
though, is in the ieal artistry
that Judy Gariand brings to
the role of Esther Blodgett.
There {8, it is true, much of
Judy in it, but that is as it
should be.

One may examine a long
tally of movies hefore recall-
ing a passage to compare for
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Judy Garland Is Magnificent

thos with the scene Inl

.'l:ly‘n dressing room when
she lizes that her beloved
Is & lost soul.

Of course, it is the “laugh,
clown, laugh” thing, but it be-
comes very much more than &
routine in Judy's handas, As &
matter of fact, this excellent
actress reaches right to the
heart more than once during
the play.

.

AND A WORD to the view-
er who prides himself on his
tough hide , , , better take a |
fresh grip on yourself in prep-
aration for Judy's last, mag-
nificently simple line, 1It's
more than likely to bring the
brine to the eye.

Spectaclewise, the produc-
tion number, “I was Born ina
Trunk,” is worthy of especial
mention, The techniques of
modern art are applied, but
with an astonishing rrudam
of motion,

James Mason gives his
usual well-tailored British ac-
count of the role of the has-
been actor who rises to final
heights. The evening, how-
ever, belongs lock, stock and
barrel to Judy.

The story, as should be well
remembered by one and all, is
of a charming ne'er-do-well
film actor who brings the as-
piring young singer to star-
dom.

- . -
JUDY, AR THE

. . follows th:m:’.“h—
way to glory as pointed out by
the actor, a fellow named
Norman Maine. As her star
rises, his declines, and he fi-
nally loses his contract and is
shunned by one and all.

His descent into the depths
reaches a scene in early ses-
sions of the police court on a
charge of drunk driving, and
it is from that point on that
he moves toward the great
finale, |

The picture lasts a good
three hours, but I, for one, did
not begrudge a minute of it.
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‘STAR IS BORN' HER GREATEST

Triumph Is Won
by Judy Garland

By AL WEITSCHAT

Judy Garland has‘come back:

The plaudits of the movie millions are drowning out me-
mories of the mental anguish: and, physical suffering that
blacked out for four years the career of the little girl with the
big voice and happy personality.

Academy Award talk is buzzing and with good reason.
Judy's performance in “A Star
Is Born,” showing at the Madi- verted inta a musical te thke
son, is hed greatest. In emo- advantage of Judy's voice, and
tional impact alone it ranks as it runs more than three hours
one certain to find a place on the because of the added production
“Oscar” nomination® list next numbers.

"’fr‘:'~ S e A UP FROM NOTHING
is iz a CinemaScope and Y
Technicolor remake of the 1937 n: d)'"“'"ut"""":'“:”.'"nf‘ te
Janet Gaynor-Fredric March hit 2/ oty i) b A sy
Esther Blodgett, the obscure
It has been modernized and con-
band singer who hitches her
wagon to & movie star, N
Maine.  She marries him a
achieving fame, but her love
isn’t enough to salvage his dwn
fading carder and addiction’ te
drink.

From James Magon also comes
some-of hiy finest acting as the
hapless Maine, who had tasted
the glory of Hollywood suctess
to the full and proved no matech
for the humiliation and shat-
tered pride’ that befall ‘the has-

en

Judy reathes her peak id &

scene in which she pours out to
Charles Bickford, as her kindly
producer, the anger,. pity, and
agony that spring from her in-
ability to help the man she loves
| There \isn't a dry eye in the
| house When this oulburst ends
TRAGIC END
| Handkerchiefs are busy, too.
when Mason, having overheard
Nis wife turn a deaf ear to the
producer’s suggestion that she
cut him loose, tricks her Into

Judy Gaylard. da
{aruan. 4 \

e s l’uun Vaver
Juwen B

|
singing in the kitchen while he
goes for a rehabilitating swim at|
their  beach house, and then'
calmly walks to his death in a
sea burnished by the sefting sun

Jack Carson as a calloused
press agent; Tom Noonan as a
musician friend. who remalns
loyal to Esther in her troubles;
and Lucy Marlow as a Iumm)’
starlet sarve ‘effectively in the
chief subporting roles.

Judy is heard In four new
numbers. . “The Man Who Got
Away" i already becoming pop-
ular.  “Sompwhere There's a
Soniecane” Iy the inspiration for
an arhusipg  bit  of mimicry
Lot 1o Have Me With You"
and “Long Face Lost” are other |
tunes In a rather ordinary score.
Some old favorites, including
“Melancholy Baby," are received
enthusiastically.

RENIND THE SCENES

The ' film. offers  revealing
ghimpses of modern production
methods on the sound stages,
dnd also some scamy facets of |
life in Hollywood. CinemaScope
embellishes certain broad scenes,. |
but for the most part its rhl!l
cor ution Is' nothing more|
than a larger picture. |

Judy Garland ‘Is unlurn-llalnlr ‘
here. The world Is again
!wl to do with as she
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56,000,000 AND 21, YEARS TO MAKE IT!
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e ',?_;-,': Star is Born' as other films

L i are reviewed. It is more than v o
‘super-colossal’ and all other -
: stupendous adjectives!”

—LOUELLA PARSONS
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earaid film.

no more than toddlers

when that classio was starting

fioods of tears may warm

themselves up for one of the
d

ramas
that hay @tenched the screenin

For the Warners and Mr. Cu-
Kot have really and truly gone
1o town m nvu\‘ this hack-
neyed story an
A tr s
form. They have laid it out in
lor on the smartly
used CinemaScope screen, and
they crowded it 'with
llunﬂln‘ dﬂlﬂl of the makers
and ot fims. They
have [vl Judy Garland
James Mason {0 play the im-

among the finest things in-the
show.
.

d & show it is, first and
foremost. Its virtuaily legen
account. of the rom:

e of
* atardom
an actor headed downhill
would have very little force or
freshness in this worldly wi

roundings of significant per-
fprmance and {ancy show. So
it is & builds hat

Fives granicor tad background
1o the poignance of this film,

which was put en with fanfare
t the Paramount

The whole thing runs for
three hours, and during this ex-
tmordinary tinfe o remarkable
range of entertainment is de-
veloped upon the screen. There
is the sweet and touching love

The Screen: ‘A Star Is Born' Bows
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‘A Star Is Born"

story that Moss Hart has

smoothily modernized from the.
nest synthesis of Hollywood
legends, which went into the
original

It ll lh. llﬂr)' of a vocalist

that make the heart flutter

and bleed, Such episodes as
their m:elm: on the mghl of
nefit show, their talking

bout marrying on & sound-
stage under an eavesdropping
microphone, their bitter-sweet
reaching for each other in a
million-dollar beach bungalow,
thelr Jaementing ordeal 1o M
night e are wonder-
tully and grnumzh played
73 that logic does
ing

Mason's flumbayant - Norman
2 is a credible
enactment Df n Lngit little try
Jove in an environment tha
ckages the p
Yirghg tie that binds the whole
show

3

there
complementary to it.
the muchness of music
runs from ine, haunting
torch-song at the outset, “The
Man That Go

>
z
s

Itis alied
7 Miss Gar-
1and 15 excellent in all thin

ot mau

cay
Ira
Gershe are the authors of the
songs.

.

And there 1s, through it all, 2

ut the sense
of an artificial milieu wraps
the whole thing,

ria Theatres
Jast ight to attend and
the gala activities surrounding

amount for the showing of the
film

The glare of flood lights and
PPINg of flash-bulbs provided
el
lon was “cove
teieoialon cameras,padio bronts
casters, Armed Forces Over-
seas radio, press and newsreel
hotographers. - The sidewalks

P
in Tront of the two theatres
were

carpeted in the tradit
U and pearchlight
Seat dhatls ot light high in the
sky over Broadway.
The audiences at both

the-

d George Jessel greeted
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“Excellent
wonderful
movie ... want

more of same!’

Elsle Smallw
3038 Garland

"' Overall, picture
was wonderfull
Garland fops!"

Charles Patrices,
8928 Isham

“"One of the
best pictures
I've ever soen!"

1 think it is
the greatest

picture | have
ever

Florens Rabinovitz,
3005 Elmhurst

“A very good
show ... Judy
was very good!"

L Patricla Keahk,
6850 Horatlo

“Color; diracting

Mrs, W, L Fry,
1564 Plerce, Bham,

"Sound and color

(o Ercellent

entertainment

. completely
ying!"

" Lorne Putnam,
126 Puritan, H.P.

Continuous Performances!

AY P L J

Gouncll Cargly,
610 E. Kirby

and music
lovely!"

very good— out
of fhis world!"

Del Durle,
4829 Asland
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N

“Everything BT

dazzles—
acting,
writing,
direction,
| music!
And when
Judy caresses a
tune—that’s magic!
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