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By BOSLEY CI CROWTHER

For 21l those blasé sieptics who
do not belleve In Banta Claus—
and likewise for all those nalives

who have grown cynical sbout
New York—but most especlally for)
all those patrons who have grown
weary -of the monoloniss of the
_ #creen, let us heartily recommend
the Roxy's new picture, “Mlracle
on 24th Btreet” As & mattier of
fact, let's go further: let's catch
its irit and hurtilr proclaim
Lhat it is the freshest little plcture
in & long time, and maybe even
the best comedy of Lhis year.

If that sounds lke’ wild enthu-
slagm for .a plcture de of
mighty stars and presented with-
out the usual red-velvet-e

liyhoo, let us happily nau.m‘t
it ia largely because this job fan't)
Jloaded to the hubs with all the
fommercial gimmicks that it fs
such & delightful su . Indeed,
it iw id its open kidding of "com-
mercialiam” and mm -grubbing|.

ugs that lles ita ori Ly l.mi|
is particularly winning charm.

Edmund Gwenn In 'Hhtdl on
$4th Street.” : l

What would you think, & wtl
it plainiy, If you ran across an uld
man who ot only iooked like Kris!
Kringle but confidently clltmtd‘
that he was? And what would you
thtnk more # fically, if you

executive of Macy's store,
g.ay the old man to.fure the|
kiddles ore  Christzias; and.
caught him sending customers to)
Gimbel's, down the atreet. Wouldj
you s2e (2 this marchandising tech-
nique & “friendly policy,” as Mr,
Macy does, or would figure |
the old fellow crazy and a menace,
ks does a sour paychiatrist?

Well, if you were Valentine
Davies and Georgs, Beaton, wha|
wrote Lhe story and seript of “"Mir-!
acle on‘34th Blreet” for 'Pwmutih
Century-Fox, you would give free’
rein Lo the latter point of view usd
you would get the old man htfm‘g

' the Buprems Court on & gquestion)
of his ity 'You would, for the
saks of story and’ uncom-|,

monly fascinating jest, call for a
fermal court declsion as Lo whether'
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there iz actually a Banta Claiss.
would de-

And, furthermore, you
‘mand substantiation that this uid

fellow {g-the true Bants himself—|

and you would then go ahead and

m’wa it the highest authority
Iau?By doing so, you would

not only gladden the hearts of IIE

New York but you would b
youn;‘ u:uﬁh to matrimon
ft & Nitls girl's doublas.

At least, that is what Mr, Davies
and Mr. Bealon have dum in their
bright yarn. And, ropriately,
in this buoyant lp'lrit r. Seaton
‘hes directed St. Ha has ‘Edmund
Gwenn to play Kris Kringle with
I:uch netural and warm benevo.
lance that, {f ever the real Sanla
wanis to step down, Mr., Gwenn
'ts the man for the job. His candor
iwith Mr. Macy, an Awesome Ly-
|mn. his m with little Sue
and his genuine attitude of gener-

Good, too, are Maureen O'Hara
and John I"iym. as the lady and
gent who help Mr, Kringls spread
lsunshine, And most amusing are
dittle Natalls Wood as ths child
who hes been trained to mniff at
Hanta and Gene Lockhart as the
much embarrassed judge. FPorter
Hall 1s & tangle of malice u the
ibig-business mdhiltﬂlt al
Honst a doren ern are delightful
in emall roles or bits, Bcenes lbot
in setusl New York settings add
credibility to the film.

A# & lesson in merchand]
jonly ators. ucts but g ’z"lu
this “Miracle on 34th Btrm
dandy, Does Macy'n tell Bﬂnhﬂ st
H, lhaul-d! : .

On the l!.l" It the Hﬂl{ ars
Jerry Lester, comodian; Art Lund,
minger; Jan August, the Salici Pup-
‘pets and the Gas Foater Roxyetics.

(caity toward eve y are cher-i
lizhable i this damn

-
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Wistien b Tha Loreem and Drpcted by
GEORGE SEATON

A heart story with a special meaning for today!
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Miraclé’: Film Sgysw *
There Isa Santa C us

BY NORMAN mros
mq-u-mmuq
lfmvobcmto!mtdthln
i world which seems full of sham,

ij llu bm !n}ohco;l,rt on
un nu.n e. John Payne,

who “ballevu."
comu to hl.l dcrenu.

"Miracle on 34th Street” Ii
‘u.o)t', " ay at lb.’ﬂxw o e 8 - .
|¥riday, . 'I‘HBOUGII the whim of npoam

| Full of hithumormdl\l E%3¢| lemployee, Kris 18 proved to beé
coaled o ff" it offers g e the “real’ Bants.

laxing antido Gene Lockhart (s delightful
ain’'t no. Bants cuw bnw na the judge who must rule on'

180 prevalent today.
AS & do-good umo old man who mﬂ “cli;ﬂ:h M“n ﬁ: wbotho;

|bslloves he -is ihe - real Kria Is made with & wary eye cocked
|Kringle, Xdmund Gwenn has the|| ¢ . 4" 000 llllclul ‘Who gets

| oumwdhl: role of his m’ him eleoted lWllllun Fuwlo:).

£33 ' Ry Kris' employer (Maureen
O’Hara) has reared her daughter

(Natalle Wood) to take.no stock
in Bulll. Claug lmullel. s
o (] [ ]

NATALIE {s heart-warming as
a little girl who welcomes the

¢hance\to bo converted from bor- |
ing realism by Kris,

Only in the- fade-out, when
the Banta Claus umbollnm els
n lttle out of hand, does "Eﬂr
aclel’ censs to be effective,

. As a pleasant side fasue, Miss
O'I{An and Payne fall In love,

aver what to teach her child

mm i
dlpurtment mu--."

“Miracle": lbould L you in &
Christmax mood, dnplu the, hut.;

KRIS 15 hired 4s the New York
Muacy's department '’ store lqt:

when his predecessor imbl
little too huvﬂ during the store’s

Thanksgiving Day toy parade.

~ (Actual scenes of the .-
will have 8 hpecial for
Detrolterd who' turn out each
Turkey Day for lludm fl oqml-
ly fine show.) -

Angered by what he conﬂdar |
the atore’s “anything to make 2
buck” attitude, Kris rebels. He
tells the tots’ mothers to buy a
certaln toy at Gimbel's, if Macy's
doeen’t have as ‘ood a bunln.

AMAZED by mxogdwlu thut
generated, the epartmen
store heads beco’ring mbued with
Kris' “Christmas L” |
afoul of Macy’s neurotic wounld-
be ﬁ. ychiatrist, admirably glly-
ed by Porter Hall, :




“MIBACLE O 34TH STRIET.Y Releams
3y 20th Cmturyrat. Profeces by Willlan
Zeretn poay b7 Beetra b 8 ErY 99

[ 3
Yaimilse Yirr Al W Yox ThHRT.

Kris Kbl cocvocnancnnens Ténani Ty
D10 WRLEET vovens R e Masrvens O'Hats Chﬂd.t!n in New York, and an
uite Thearr K. Hirper-o.seseGone ociaan | CoCrBency. occasioned by the
r u"-;.?::::::::::::'::":‘;.’::.in";:m eclmnpm of Santn In - I}wn’
............... o stu - ellow
:’r”w. 1B e e e — tﬂo whi en lrd ed on the
e R assvesennana nese oo e || SDOY  ANd o Alls admirably
BEICHATE oo oseneess THOADE RILIT, e he is kept on to play Santa at
ARy niseseecisevissss Al Creenzia i the Store.
U R L a6~ The tantallzing question
Hl't mmm- tt-i-rt-po--uu waa‘har thj. '. r“lly Bmu

UTSIDE the Fox Theater it
s Aumt and hot and|

stufry;. inside it fs. thevtime of|

Christmas and good cheer and|
good will

for YWhole children. For on
Famlly. the  screen is ajl
| story about|
Santa Claus and a miracle, and
not the least part of that miracle
s that it summons up the spirit
lof the happlest season when It
‘dwells not at all in the mind.
This Is one of the’most de

lightful fables the s¢reen has
produced. It lendd that rare good
fecling that comes with looking
ltttru.hmm'lelden.ltba

see and to leav dened In
fleart. e

The Screen in Review

By AL WEITSCHAT

and|
.[ A Rare Treat 1he laughter of

* &
STARTS during blacy’s great

P'I'hlnktiivine toy parade for

| begins to grow, He algns his

employment card m-u Kringle,
tho personnel manager
“thinks he’s crazy, and so does
h!r. Macy when he catches him
sending customers over to Gim-
| bel'n for short-stock Ilems.
Then lhauundn of letiers pour
In - Macy for this
sple.ndu! 1euture. rand  Macy
. and Gimbel! join hands to soflen
the -talnt of crass commercial.
lsm which marks the cmm-
mas business ruah,

This must be Santa, lt :ecms

when Kris p allcnlh?'
faith of little atalle

vertisin
'who
belleve -in fairy tales. He com-

picture for the whols famlily to plctes the job by promoting a
the mother nnd

romance between
John Payn v?i a kindly. fellow In

sympathy with Kris' notions..
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| BUT 'I'HE:IIE must be skeptlcs

and & villaln, too. He's the
personnel maoager, who thinks
he'll end this :sllly incident by
sending Kris to court for judg

ment on his sanity. This episodt
is highlighted by tho humorom
byplay between Gene Lockhart
the judge, and Willlam Frawlm
his  campal manager, *whe
keeps  signaling the bench 1t
steer clear of any rullng that

rrhullds lhe

daughter of Maureen O'Hm. ld-
woman and divorcee,

nks children should not |

there is no Santa Claus, since he
is coming up soon for re-clection.

The beleagured  prosecutor,
sunk by the testimony of his
own son, finally resoris t0 &
demand for  documentiary
proof .as (o the existence of
Santa, ‘-And old Kris is ready.
for him. He waves, and in come
bags and bags of mall from the

{office, every one of the
ottors addressed fo Santa
$ Chul. Thatl's enough for the
court, and It ahould be enough
| tor ROy :pechtor wh 6ouhu..

DMUND G’bVENN in the

< finest. perrorrnmct of hls
carcer, bids for an: Academy
Award as He's gentle, re
strained, 'wise, witty .and the

soul- of gcneroally, the perfect
Imaterialization of every child’s
conception of Santa Claus. His
portrayal dominates throughout
cven though Miss O'Hara an
Payne are at their best, Natalle
Wood Is wistfully appeallng.
‘and Frawley - create
ﬁales of laughter, and Porter
all, as the personnel manager,
is annoylncly mallcious.
-1t would not be surprisin

“directed this m of entertain.
metit, also came In-for honors
‘next spring. ‘But he should
change the title. It ought to be
“A Mﬂeth-&nlurr Carol”




Ann Arbor News,
10/15/47

NOW-_THURS.! |
It Couldn't

HAPPEN . ..
8’«: a(u(f

- il b g W om. WA g o

pE———
-

ﬁ.'
»

/ _

i W s s s R il sl S - T e

% S W iy e S s s SBeE sl 8 Eme s e R g

M:Hefs ;
CaSe HocTe

i
E
i
%
!
! i Poul GUILFOYLE. Eileen JANSSEN B8 :

A Coming Frdday! - '}
- YUNDERCOVER MAIZIE"
« “WEBD OF DANGER"” .

s e S Bl ————




	19470603NewYorkTimes007.jpg
	19470604NewYorkTimes001.jpg
	19470604NewYorkTimes002.jpg
	19470605NewYorkTimes003.jpg
	19470802AnnArborNews001.jpg
	19470804AnnArborNews003.jpg
	19470820DetroitNews002.jpg
	19470822DetroitFreePress001.jpg
	19470823DetroitFreePress003.jpg
	19470823DetroitNews002.jpg
	19471015AnnArborNews001.jpg

