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(London), 7/7/64

Off-Beat Film
on Beatles

London Pavilion: A Hard
Day’'s Night
From Our Film Critic

One nice thing about this first flm
to star the Beaties: it ;s not, by any
manner of means, the usual sort of
thing British film makers come up with
to exploit the lalest show business
sensation. Indeed, if anything 1t goes
rather too far the other way: 1t is so
rough and gminy, so choppy and new
wave in is editing. so obtrusively hand-
heid in i1ts camerawork that by the end.
more than a little dazzled and deafened,
one may find oneself thinking back
nostalgically to the .good oild straight-
forward days of Orchestra Wives.

However, let us not look & gft horse
in the mouth. The director, Mr. Richard
Lester (Iate of The Running. Jumping and’
Standing Still Fiim and The Mowuse on i§
Moon), has had a real go, and a lot
his bright ideas come very well: the
way, for instance. that several of the
numbers are treated as contrapumntal sound
track accompaniments to screen action of
quite another sort: the outbursts of
Goonish visual humour; the (reshly
observed London locations and the vivid
glimpses of backstage (or in this case be-
hind the screen) show business life. The
main trouble is rather that there are too
many bright ideas, flung at us one after the
other with no spacing and hardly any quiet
paiches for us to get our breath back be-
fore the next outburst: the whole film
is oddly unremitting in its attack, and
consequently muffs a number of its poten-
tally most telling effects

Also, the handhing of actors does not
seem 1o ope Mr. Lester’s strong suit: & num-
ber of usuallv excellent players like Mr.
Victor Spinetti and Miss Anna Quayle
seem 1ll at éase as the film flashes past them, |
though Mr. Kenneth Haigh manages a good
cameo as the producer of a teenage tele-
vision show frantically spotting for trends.
But the illustrious four come over agree-
ably enough as genuine personalities, if
hardly yet as actors. Which, after all, is
precisely what is required of them: Mr.
Alun Owen's screen play takes us.. often
amusingly. through a hectic day in the life
of a pop Foup who happen to be called
John, Paul, George and Ringo: and in the
course of it they get through a variety of
numbers, some familiar, some new, all
Lennon-McCartney. For millions of fans

anything more slaborate would bea breach
of faith :




Screen: 1 he,Four Beatles in‘A H ard Day’s N 1ght"

British Smgers Make |
Debut as Film Stars

By BOSLEY CROWTHER

THIS is going to surprisd
you-—-it may knock you“
right out of your chalr—but
the new film with those in-
credible chaps, the Beatles, is
a whale of a comedy.

. I wouldn't believe it either,

if 1 hadn't seen it with my
own astonished eyes, which
have jong since become accus-

antdlommfdjmtmhap-
pen wh fiedged pop-

singin hasti}

rushcdg to the ncrwn.* But thii
first * fiction film of
Beatles, enlitled “A Hard
Day's Night” which exploded
last night at the Astor, the
Trans- East and other
theéalers- hereabouts, has so
much good humor going for it

that it is awfully hard to
resist,

In the first Place it's a
wonderfully lively and alto-
gether good-natured spoof of
the - juvenile madness’ called
“Beatlemania,” thé current
spreading craze of otherwise

healthy young people for the
four British lads with the
shaggy hair,

The opening shots, behind
the credits, are of three of
the fellows running ahead of
a mob of howling admirers
chasing after them as they
break - away from a theateér
where they have played &
singing engagement and race
for a walting train. And all
the way through the picture,
there are frenzied episodes of
the Beatles' encounters with
squealing fans and with re-
porters who ask silly ques-
tions, all in a facile, willy
vein.

But more than this it's a
fine conglomeration of mad-
cap clowning in the old Marx
Brothers' style, and it is done
with such a dazzling use of
camera that it tickles the in-
tellect mnd  electrifies  the
nerves.

This is the major distinc-
tion of this commercially
sure-fire fillm: It is much

the
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more sophisticated in theme
and technique than its scem-
ingly frivolous matter promis-
es. With practically nothing
substantial in the way of 3
story to tell —— nothing more
than a loos¢iy strung fable of
how the boys take under their
wings the wacky old grand-

e ————

father of one of them while
preparing for a London tele- |
vision show—it diwmnr‘! R

nifty little satire in the

dox of the old man in;;
more of a problem, more of
“a troublemaker and a mix-
er,” than the boys.

“'e's a nice old man isn'L

SEm oE . Em SE—— = S

'¢?.” notes one of the fellows
when they first meet Grand-
dad on a train, And another
replies, with courteous unc-
tion, which parodies the stan-
dard comment about the
Beatles themselves, ““e's very
clean.”
(-]

This line, which runs
through the picture, may be
too subtle for the happily
squealing kids who will no
doubt be itz major audience,
but the oldstéers may prof-
ftably dig. And, of course,
everybody will be able to en-
joy the rollicking, madcap
fun.

There's no use in tryving
to chart it. It comes in fast-
flowing spurts of sight gags

and throw-away dialogue that
is flipped about recklessly.
Alun Owen, who wrole the
screenpiay, may have dug it
all out of his brain. but Rich-
ard’ Lester has directed at
such a brisk clip that it seems
to come spontaneously.

And just one musical =e-
quence, for instance, when the
boys tumble wildly out of
doorzs and race eccen'rically
about a patterned playground
to the tune of their song
“Can't Buy Me Love,” hits a
surrealistic tempo that ap-

. proaches audio-visual poetry.

Sure, the frequent and
brazen “yah-yah-vahing” of
the fellows when they break
into song may be gra . To
ears not tuned to. it, it has
moronic monotony. But it is
always relieved by pictorial
compositions that suggest
travesties—or, at least, intel-
ligent awareness of..the ab-
surdity of the Beatle craze.

Unless you knnw the fel- |

lows, {t is hard {o identify

them, except for Ringo Starr,”

the big-nosed one, who does
a2 saucy comic sequence on
his own. But they're all good

—surprisingly natural in the |
cinema-reality styvle that Mr. |

Lester expertly maintains,
And Wilfrid Brambell as the
nld man is dandy, a dchght-
fully comic Irishman, Many
others are also funny,

It is gobd to xnow there
are people in this world, up
to and including tiie major

ies, who don't take the
tles seriously.

New York Times, 8/12/64
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Get Ygur Tickets IN ADVANCE

for the Special Gala Premiere Performances!
~ First come,
ﬂrstumd!

The BEATES

on sals
In their first feature length motion picture
2 m.u.
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Get Your Tickets IN ADVANCE
for,the Special Gala Premiere Performances!

1he BEdrlgg THURSDAY,
SEPT. 3rd

in their first feature length motion picture
‘ it 1:00 P.M.
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Flying Beatles.
. Are Bound
' For Detroit

The Beatles are {lying high
and will land in Detroil ear-
ly this Seplember in :on'iuno-
|tion with the opening of their
inew filme “A Hard Day's
Night™

The {ilm iz due io premieres
ESopt. 2 &t 15 neighbarhood
theatres and drive-ins.

Thirty-six  hours  of the
group’s life iz represented in
the excursion directed by Rich-
ard Lester,

TIGIYL"“I!I:'H with the quarlet
—now in ihkird place in Brit-
ish pop muzic. charts with tha
title song from their {ilm suc-
cets — it their manager. Brian
Epslein. and a road manager,

Some 20 other perlormers
round out lthe froupe.

To avold excewses of edx-
pression by local fans, holi
coptors will be used for crowd
controlat the airport when the
Beatles land and dummy
buses will be employed 1lo
baffle perszisiont pursuers.

Surprisingly. the mevie has
bheen recoived well by the cri-
tics,
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WAY NE

DRIVE-IN THEATER IN WAYNE

Michigan Ave., 9 Miles Eaat of Ypsilant
PA 131350

No increase In Admission Prices

THE BEATLES

IN
“A HARD DAY'S NIGHT"

ELVIS PRESLEY

“IT HAPPENED AT
THE WORLD'S FAIR"
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The Beatles
Add Detroit

| A six-fool' snow fence and 100 police officers
formed the first line of defense for the invasion
. of Detroit by Britain's Beatles early Sunday.
An estimated crowd of 3,000 Beatle-niks
| swarmed around Metropolitan Airport to greet
the mop-haired singers who later sent other
thousands of fans into ecstacy at two Olympia
performances.
| The 60 Sheriff’s deputiés and 40 State Police
| assigned to keeping the peace when the Beatles
arrived, gave up on the parking problem entirely
' and just let the young folks park wherever they
could find a vacant spot,

e _crowd, which began to gather at the
airport about five hours before the Beatles were,
dues to arrive, was orderly but more than a
' little noisy, the police sald. There was no effort

made to rush the plane or to interfere in any

way with the Beatles take-off for a Detroit
apartment hotel.

To Conquests

The welcoming committee made no attempt
to follow the limousine which brought the four
into town. Their car was escorted to the city
limits by four car loads of police.,

At Michigan Ave. the cavalcade was met by
a Detroit police motorcycle escort and whisked
off to the Whittier Hotel, where teen-age fans
clustered throughout the day.

Early Sunday a spokesman for the Shera-
ton-Cadillac Hotel, where the Beatles were rum-
ored to be staying, allowed that the hotel had
been deluged with more than a thousand phone
calls from 7 pm. Friday till 7T am. Saturday,
about the boys.

He said the youngsters would not believe
that their shaggy heroes were not at the hotel
and hung around in droves. Hotel officials were
more than unhappy at not being Beatle head-
quarters—as they estimated the damage from
the invasion of youthful worshippers would far
exceed the: Beatle hotel tab.

Two bachelor foster fathers, Elmer Wal-
lace and Norman L. Chinnock, who bought a
home at 1705 Seminole to house five girls “in-
herited” when their mother died last December,
decided to charter a bus to take their new

daughters to Olympia Sunday night to hear the

Beatles and thus beat the expected traffic jam.

Word got around Indian Village and by the
time the big DSR coach departed there wasn't a
single seat left. It was filled almost to overflow-

ing with eager, squalling neighborhood children.




Beatles Seen, but Hardly Heard

ME.‘. Sergeant., we
aren’t going to kurt them™
a press photographer 1loid
‘ :Dﬂ:mt police officer
Susday at Olympia Sta-

diuen.
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sergeant was al one
eng of a jong line of men
in lue uniforms leading 0
thg dreszing room of the
Begtles. Three other offi-
cers blocked the dressing
rosm door to all but Olym-
pis and Beatie manage-

ment.

el

‘The~ Beatles” first per-

of the day ended.
Their szides huddled them
inta  their well - guarded
cell.
And then — perhaps

—
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Detroit Daily
Press, 9/8/64
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