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‘Euttr Pnrdc, With Bcrlin’
Hit Tanes, Astaire’s Nimble
_F_nt, at Luw's State

ml'mm
don, Frances Goodrich
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iyrics by

el

mngu to record nnd with Fred M-
taire, Judy Garland and Ann Miller

itching to exercise their accom-|

plished lega and adequate vocal
chords, it’s no wonder that the
slim story line on which “Easter
Parade” is spun is almost com-
pletely lost in the shuffle. ~ But
don't give that loss a second
thought for the new Metro-Gold-
wyn-Mayer musical, which opened
yesterday at Loew’s State, is at its
beat when the boy and girls are on
their toes. And since the song and
dance routines are plentiful and
varied in tempo and design the
picture runs its close to two-hour
course with only an occasional slip
from high to low gear.

I

Fred Astaire in “Easter Parade”
Fred Astaire, who has no peer,
is dancing at the top of his form

and let's hope that he'll never

again talk about retiring as he did
after ‘“‘Blue Skies,”” which came
out in 1946 and co-featured a
singer named Crosby. Maybe Mr.
Astaire has turned his feet to more
ntricate steps in previous pic-
but for sheer simplicity and
p-oetry of motion his dancing ig
“Easter Parade” would be difficult
to equal, much less better. In solo
and in tandem with either Miss
Garland or Miss Miller the incom-
parable Astaire glides effortlessly
through numerous routines., His
opening number, ‘dancing out an
Easter shopping mission for his
sweetheart, is gay and debonair
and involves an int contest
with a small boy in a toy shop
over the posseszsion of the last re-

maining stuffed bunny.

If the screen play were some-
thing more original than a conven-
tional e romance, ‘‘Easter
Parade” easily could have been a
great musical instead of just a
good one, For Mr. Astaire also is
acting with consummate natural-

ness and the warmth of his person-

ality more than compensates for|

'some of the dog-eared things the

script has him do. Although Judy
Garland gets Lhe top billing, she
also gets stiff competition from

_the long-legged Ann Miller, who

‘does an espechlly graceful ball-
room dance with the master. Miss
‘Garland is a competent trouper,

nimble on her feet and profession-

ally sound vocally, but somehow
we feel that Miss Miller pa.:rs bet-

ter with Astaire.

Technicolor and Irving Berlin’
score, inch‘.ﬁiang seven new SOnNgs,
serve as sturdy props. The camera
colors are particularly soothing
and the music is always pleasant,
though it might be mentioned that

{|the new numbers are not each-as

fetching as “A|Couple of Swells.”
The last is one of the best numbers
in the show, with Astaire and Miss|
Garland decked out in rag-tag
splendor. It provides a sprightly
and engaging prelude to the finale,
which finds Miss .Garland an ob-
ject of attention in the ‘“Easter Pa-
rade” just as Astaire promised her
she would be when he took her out
of a cabaret chorus the year before
after his partnar deserted him for
a Ziegfeld show. '

The straight performerl in
“Easter Parade”|are few, but Peter
Lawford is pleasant as the fellow
who is around when the principals
chose to‘misunderstand each others
Emmtic L intentions, and Jules

unshin has a very funny tine
as a dining-room captain :31{:.
secret salad formula. “El.atar Pa-
rade” may not strike the perfect
balance between song-dance inter-
Judes and story, but it's an appeal-
ing show just tho same. |
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SEVENTEEN BERLIN songs
keep Astaire and Miss Garland
I | dancin 'drfrtillmmthe time, which
l is wonde .

|| - Mise Miller is no :
|| slouch, either. Her style, as

STAR GAZING

| is ball

‘Etuter Parade’ Step: | iﬂjﬁiﬁnﬂ; x s “Shakin
H lg’i’ W[de’ Hmd'm :ll::: gover” her at:lrrln‘ produac-

-ﬂ T ;' - .' “ EIILIN 8 ' Of the new Berlin numbera, “It

Only Happenadanvi!';lhen I Dance “v?leti:h _
lllERlC&NS d.]mh' that “There w:h You" gets C rises, -
be Ilﬂ{“’" o m !ond O! u cpies ter Lﬁb}: Next i:E"‘ is Judy’s
: 5 Aol torch tun;.is “Dtr;iu?d Crnzy‘t r;ﬁtgigﬂ
-';IhmOUGMtobeshw-nhtu-ﬂum&n Astaire ckies es,
- whisper of retirement by Fred Astaire. thougn 2e 1y territic in “Steppin

i Out ﬂtith My Baby.”
' Two ymlagohad:ddéﬂtonﬂnm'tuimdmﬂ

: . s @
he'd stuck to that awful decision ‘we wouldn't have “Easter|| 1N HOBO costumes and mak

€-up
Parade” in Technicolor at the Adams Theater, with Judy Gar-||Fred and Judy clown “A Couple
hndco—ltarreduhismndngputmr ||of Swells.”

i 2 II".._I....'I‘....;..I I'li. - — 1 . Wlmr ml‘.wfo “‘
u"Euter Parade,” ladies and gen- _ : than, he y Mundr%! all con- |
emen, is a dancing musical with cern udy sings “A Fella
Iruidg Bﬂ_.;in abigs. thint FRakisa Smooth Story, Too With An Umbrells.” This and

: _ TO GET back to “Easter Pa-|| “Better Luck Next Time” should
droop out of the best of its prede-| | rade”” Frances Goodrich snd Al || be most likely to ntay in the
Cessors. . owirt}: I-Incku:‘l:ltl have written a story|| public ear,
i - | enou gmalion-Galatea-
For. the first time since Adele | | Cinderella toucii; to be agreeably Forgotten melodies good to hm

Astaire became Lady Oavendish | | familiar, . again "re. ch}:égm,zs "Eve;y-
and went to live in Engiand in body's g It" Snooky
| the Iate '20s Brother Fred has A!Nldineﬂﬂa,mmnu Ookums” and “Alabama Chod:

| | walks out on Don Hewes (As- | |Choo.”
inhlluﬁuhndlmwlﬂy taire) to star in a stage musical. From beginning to end “Easter

| per!&ut dancing partner. : 4 Despondently drinking in a little | | Parade” paces =ight along. It's

cafe, Don boasts that he cam | |especially joyous whenever Astaire
‘The way he dances with Juﬂy pick out any girl and make her | |{s in view, which luckily is most

{Fred must know this, too, It's|| 88 good a dancer as Nadine. of the time. It would give a lift
|the way he and Adele danced to Hannah Brown (Miss Garland) to & 10-ton fruck.,
|the George Gershwin music of| |is the girl. The “Easter Parade”
| “Lady, Be Good!” on the New De-| |a8ngle works into the story with-

'.troit Thaa.te e in 19 out requiring Berlin's title tune
r'at:.f :n g for more than a little background.

PETITE AND brunet like Aﬂele,

|Judy also has the same instinct
{for bright cumedy

In I must keep on uy-
ing til,::'when the song and
dance days have run their course
for her I want to see Judy im

for her L went to Detroit Free Press
OBl B 7/16/48

tage or screen who
has 'the understanding of subtle|
comedy which so deliciously dis-
tinguished the late Minnie Mad-
dern Fiske and still sparkles in

Jane Cowl, whom Judy reaemblu
more t.han a little.
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Fred Astaire Returns in Fine Form

‘say, as agile and versatile as ev er ‘
' But

!

i

!
l

“EASTER PARADE,” based! on a llﬂl‘f some newlsgme old, the mus[;ga]

by Frances hmdrluh and Albert Hackett;
music and lyrics by [rving (Herlin, with
dances stnged and d:ruted by * Hober
Alton, Directed by Charles. ‘L'.n[tcrn AN
released through Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,

maintains; a bprighlly pace. Its
make- believe story is charmingly
enacted by Judy Garland and

H;;?lhf.:x';'“n'?‘i‘#n"". .7‘."2":".“.'5';‘....Jmiydnmmu'Asmhe whose dancing feet give
(1 WCR cnrannsrsnshsnanns
Jnnnnlh:;f;{nrru- Bl le;\n!.‘-l{: Lﬁ:\lf'ni; the illusion of youth to a snme
Nadine FINleEis .k ik vt Ann Miller|What aging male of balding pate.
Francols ....cccsenaavneeas Jules \Iunlunfn
" Mike, the Bartender......Clinton Sundberg ¥ ¥ 1 ! '
U L RS S e O TR T T RNy 3 Jtnl. LeGon| THE STORY tells of the :baﬂ]y'
LAY 'smitten member ‘of a dance]
By JOHN FINLAYSON 'team whu loses his heart andr
N 1946 FRED ASTAIRE an- ‘'head when his sleek partner,|
nounced that he would do his' played by Ann Miller, walks out|

last movie dancing Lchme in'on him and upward 'to musical |
“Blue Skies,” and his screen rﬁ'1 ‘comedy success on Broadway.
tirment became an accepted fact ‘He hires a gawky, inexperienced |
But here in “Easter Parade,” a chorine, played by Miss Garland t
qpnght]y well dressed, fast- mcw out of a Plp;ht club line, just to|
ing snusical, the top man of the,show the ‘haughty lady that any-
tappers comes back |'.'.ith a one could) filll Her slippers. |,
bounce and, one is tempted [to’ | N x ¥ |
THLS| CIRCUMSTANCE, | of
course, lelegraphs the nature | n{‘
a climax which brings to an bnd'
‘it | Freddie’s | mcdningless mooring
'and sends a handsome stagedoor
Johnny, e¢nacted by Peter| Law-
ford, who Is| in love with' Miss
Garland, batk to Miss Miller.

one cautiously rncngnl?vs
‘that Fred is on the threshulcl u{'
' his 50's. F
L] » ' s b
“EASTER PARADE|" some
‘what out of season so far as title
'is concerned, is nevertheless an
entrancing muslcal which agair
'makes clear as crystal|the nat
‘ral afnity the motion plclure
medium has for this type of
tertainment. Beautifullyl mounted
and in Technicolor and with a
.profusion of Irving Bex‘]ln lunes,

e e . (e

She has been carrying the tdrch
for him. The story lsn’t exaptly
a hum-dinger, but is doesn’t] 'do
er-|any 'real damage to the Astaire-|
Garland specialties or the danc :

ing of Miss Mitlm
.‘.

‘¥ " l
: tune 1hy
the title . number a pexennlal
fayorite; “It Only Happens When
I  Dance With You,” ‘Drum
Crazy,“ which Is a neal early reel
specialty for the dance man; ‘A
Couple of Swells,” a swell hobo |,
dance novelty ' number done! by
the pair; “Magazine Cover, a
centerpiece for the Ann ?MJIIer

talents; "I Love a Piano,” Hag
time Violin,"! “Snooky Oukums,
"Happy Easler " which has a

catchy lilt even with Astaire|do-
ing the vucals, and, “Alabﬁlma
Choo Choo." | o
: o 5 L .

ONE NOTES (hat while |1he|!
years seem  lo have ‘lifted |'the
spectacular jout of the Asliaile
bag of I:lcl{s, they have not: di-
Iminished his talents for | enter-

ABINGTON 75"
pen 6 P, M.—Inprid Ber

ADMIRA

Erral  Flynnr,
Hoon' (Color)  —

INTE & L] ll. T RTEY

taining terpsichore. A winning
personality ameliorates his short
comings as an actor. Miss Gar
land, on the other hand, performs
with a trouper’s sureness in all
departments and is a delight 1o
watch.-

PHIL SKILLMAN

At the Piano and Selovex

LITTLE JACKIE THAYER

Impmsioni in Panfomime

| CRYSTAL BAR

5612 Grand River
Cor. Lawfon'

TOD

1;1 and Seward — TR 2-000(
man aml

Warner Baxler, “!MI HAD FOUR 5“5"—-{::“
Raft, Joanm Bennelt, “SHE COULDN'T TAKE IT'

|
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AGE Harper al l-rnnlrnac-—-\'-'h 1-0347 #
Open 5.30-—-—1.‘.nlld'—hrnln Hosr TIII ¢

Abbatt '& Costello, " THE IWEE HANES HIGH'
Juk nmun Ann Salhun In “APRIL SHOWERS'

ADAMS Grand Circus Parkg/— CA 8522
“EASTER PARADE” Starring
Judy {mrlnml Fred Astalre, Ann Mliller
I'eter Lawford, In Glitiering Technienlor!

ADMIRAL Mack AL St Jean-VA 2-9195 4
‘AL FREE TO LADIES—NEXT TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, JULY 20, 21. 22
BEAUTIFUL PARMECCO CANISTER SET!
DON'T_MISS OUR OPENING GIFT!

\T"n!t nl 8t. Jean-VA 29195 %
0 ln P. M. — COOLED BY REFG
J\IH’F\II KES OF ROBIM
“BLONDIE IN THF
II[II hll £t rlnny Slnulﬂun—KIDDIE HlT SAT
ALGER Fast YWarren at Outer Drive—NT 7727 %%

COOL COMFORT—Doors Open 5:45-Erron
Flynn, Olivin de Havilland in “THE AD

VENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD,” Technicolo
l: 00, 9H:i —-“ ullrr I'Illnrun Jlr!mrnh l\.err
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